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Raising Awareness, Raising Hopes

By: Ryan Turney

 The ALS Ice Bucket Challenge 
has created a nationwide phenomenon 
over the past few months. The ALS 
(Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis) 
Association estimated that on August 
27, the Ice Bucket Challenge donations 
rose to 94.3 million dollars, since July 
29, compared to only 2.1 million dollars 
in the same span last year. In a matter of 
months, star athletes, high schools teams, 
and various celebrities have taken the 
challenge to raise awareness around the 
country about the life threatening disease.  
 The number of stories being 
shared from affected patients of ALS are 
eye opening for many. Stories featured 
on top blog sites, channels on television, 
and on the radio draw in more and 
more readers to this cause for a change. 
SportsCenter recently aired a story on Pete 
Frates, a former Boston College baseball 
star that created the idea for the viral Ice 
Bucket Challenge. He has touched many 
hearts around the nation, and world, even 
with the loss of his “full throated voice of 

exuberance” due to the disease (according 
to ESPN reporter Brion O’Connor). 
His story has reached out to people not 
previously involved in helping with the 
cause, even teams and individuals at 
MHS. 
 The marching band started the 
trend for MHS, nominating the New 
London marching band, and former 
band director, Trevor Sindorf, along 
with his new school and marching band 
in New Jersey. Whether nominations are 
being completed or not awareness in our 
community has spread like wildfire. Not 
only does this bring laughter to peers at 
MHS, but also brings upon a sense of 
unity in schools as well. Even though 
the disease has swept across the nation 
into the families and homes of successful 
individuals that can’t do anything to cure 
it, people all over the world can keep on 
raising awareness and raising hopes of the 
many affected that need it so very much at 
this time. 

Sophomore, Seamus Barry, as he does the ice bucket challenge.                photo by: Patrick Caron

Stuck in Study Hall
By: Kyle Marsh
 Seniors at Montville High School 
are in school more than they expected to 
be, and more than seniors a year ago.
 In the past seniors could both come 
in late and leave early, administrators this 
year have voted to make students choose 
between the 2 privileges. Currently, the 
student handbook still states,  “A senior 
in good standing who has a study hall at 
the beginning or at the end of the school 
day may choose to either arrive to school 
late or leave school early once every two 
days.”
 The main reason for the change 
is that the blocks are 82 minutes long. 
Seniors are spending 25% of their school 
day outside of school. When asked his 
reasons for changing the policy Mr. 
Theodoss said, “I want kids to explore 
more classes,” and “I am hoping it raises 
our standards.” If the blocks were longer, 
this would not even be an issue, but since 
they are 80 plus minutes, Theodoss wants 
the students to be productive during that 
time. He later said, “This is a trial and 
we’ll see how it works out.”
 Seniors must choose a privilege, 
and are only eligible for the privilege once 
every other day. The seniors in student 
government have tried to appeal this 
new policy change but it was not helpful. 
This is not the first policy change on the 
subject of study halls. Two years ago, 
the administrators made a change to take 
away study halls in the cafeteria.
 Since senior privileges have been 
limited, it is hoped that there will be an 
increase in honor roll students and test 
scores. Students around the school are still 
angry. As the year goes on, seniors will 
have to get used to the idea. It seems that 
the new policy will become commonplace 
within the next couple years. There is no 
doubt that the senior class each year will 
try and fight, but as of right now the policy 
will stand as long as it has positive effects.
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MHS SPORTS
Promising New Season for 
Boys’ Soccer

By: Isabel Orbe

 A new school year marks the 
beginning of another soccer season for 
the Montville High School Boys’ Soccer 
team.  Last year the MHS Boys’ team 
had an overall record of 14-5 and lost in 
the quarterfinals of the state tournament 
to Ellington. After graduating solid 
defenders and goal scorers, this new team 
has some big shoes to fill. However, this 
upcoming season shows promise with 
a 3-0 victory over Rutland High School 
during the boy’s annual preseason trip to 
Vermont. Mr. Delaney, the MHS Boys’ 
Soccer head coach, commented, “We 
want to improve on overall possession of 
the ball and transitions on the field. This 
was our fifth annual trip to Vermont and 
one of our most successful and beneficial 
trips.” 
 In addition to the team’s physical 
conditioning, Delaney wants to work on 
developing confidence and a winning 
mentality. This season’s motto, “Victory 
belongs to those that believe in it the 
most,” is a key role in the team’s success 

during this upcoming season. When asked 
about the motto, Delaney said, “If our 
players believe that they can win every 
time they step on to the field, then we’re 
half way home.” 
 Along with the freshmen, the 
MHS Boys’ Soccer team also welcomes 
an addition to their coaching staff, Coach 
Justin Cook. Cook played collegiate 
soccer at Merrimack College in the NCAA 
Division II level and currently coaches 
with the Montville Youth Soccer Club, 
Southeast Soccer Club, and MHS. Players 
are excited to use Cook’s wealth of soccer 
experience to improve their game. 
  “We have a focused group of 
players with good team chemistry and a 
solid work ethic. Our goal is to work hard 
and improve every day,” said Delaney. 
Coaches and players alike are looking 
forward to the new season and another 
chance to win the championship. 

Freshman, Ethan Rose , as he chases down a loose ball.                            photo by: Alex Winakor

Beautiful Game, Ugly 
Secret
By: Stefanie Szot
 Soccer is slowly changing from 
a sport to a business with match fixing 
playing a bigger role than ever. The 
Europol press conference announced that 
they are investigating 680 soccer matches 
worldwide. 
 There are 3 main ways to fix 
matches. The first method is corrupting 
the referee. In Declan Hill’s book “The 
Fix: Soccer & Organized Crime”, he tells 
of countries providing referees with sexual 
bribes before matches and threatening to 
reveal the misconduct. The problem is 
that it is difficult for a referee to influence 
the game significantly.
 The second way is bribing the 
players. Wilson Raj Perumal, convicted 
match fixer, admits to CNN reporter Don 
Riddell how easy the process is. Perumal’s 
“resume” includes 80-100 fixed matches, 
including games at the Olympics, World 
Cup qualifiers, the women’s World Cup, 
the CONCACAF Gold Cup, and the 
African Cup of Nations. Perumal found 
success with this method by picking 
out teams that are corruptible; one team 
he recalls success with was Zimbabwe. 
Perumal made it on team’s benches by 
creating a cover business that organized 
matches. He explains that only one player 
is needed for success; the preferred players 
are goalkeepers and defenders.
 Club owners are stepping into 
this game as well. “There are dodgy club 
owners in Europe who will begin a season 
by looking at the 40 or so games in the 
league, and thinking ‘Right we will try to 
win these 30 matches, and we will lose 
10 (“The art of fixing a football match” 
found on CNN).’”
 Former FIFA investigator Terry 
Steans understands the harm of match 
fixing, saying, “We end up with a game 
that lacks integrity, with the game’s 
reputation in tatters and with fans not 
really knowing what they’re watching.” 
The fear is having fans walk away from 
the beautiful game.
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MHS SPORTS

By: Emma Baxter
 The freshman class has a passion 
for volleyball. Interest in volleyball among 
freshmen is at an all-time high. The ratio 
of underclassmen to upperclassmen is 13 
to 18, and although there are currently 
more sophomores on the team than any 
other class, the freshmen interest coming 
into high school is higher than ever before. 
The three seniors, Mia Ferguson, Alyssa 
Nissan, and Emily Dodson, are captains, 
leading the team to victories.  It is a very 
strong team coming at opponents this fall.
 Indigo Whisman, a freshman on 
the JV team says, “I couldn’t say one bad 
thing about any of the players or coaches.” 
When asked what they thought about 
volleyball, freshman, Emily Bromely said, 
“You feel like you’re a part of something 
in volleyball.”
 Entertaining all of the freshman’s 

Freshman and Volleyball

interests, volleyball has been drawing 
them in. It started with the open gym they 
had this summer, and Nicole McDonald 
said, “It’s new and not a lot of people do 
it. It’s unique and different and it’s a lot of 
fun.”
 In terms of team goals, Hannah 
Dorian says, “I really want to get to know 
the other players and… just learn how to 
work hard as a team. The upperclassmen 
have been so welcoming and they have 
helped me get better at my skills. I really 
do want to win some games… but I don’t 
want to make the game all about winning, 
but I would really like to win some games 
and it would be awesome if the team could 
qualify for a competition to compete in!” 
The team is attacking their season with 
high hopes of making it far into ECC and 
State tournaments.

By: Ashley Weekly

 The Montville High School 
Girls’ Soccer team kicked off the new 
season on September 9 at Woodstock 
Academy. Resembling last year’s Eastern 
Connecticut Conference (ECC) game, 
the game ended with a 5-0 loss, but their 
goals for the rest of the season are sure to 
be achieved with the dedicated players on 
the team.
 The team is buzzing about 
the new season, and it seems to be 
directed at the state competition and the 
(ECC). According to Maddy Campbell 
(sophomore), “Our goal is to make it 
past the first round of states, and further 
after that.” The team’s coach April Parady 
said, “We have a very difficult schedule 
this year facing some of the top teams in 
the ECC to include the defending state 
champs – Waterford and the defending 

New Season, New Goals

ECC champs – East Lyme. A big goal 
of ours though is to return the ALS Cup 
back to our corner. We’re looking to earn 
that back from St. Bernard who has held 
onto it for the past 3 years. It should be 
a great match for our seniors, who will 
also be celebrating their senior night that 
day.” One factor that could affect the 
teams’ goals is the injuries with which the 
team has been plagued. Senior and wide 
midfielder, Nicole Dutka, has already 
been taken out of this season with a stress 
fracture in her foot.
 All of the girls work great 
together, even outside of practice. Amanda 
Perkins, a freshman player on the team 
said, “We want to stay as one team, one 
family, and one whole.” The players went 
to a team bonding exercise in Moodus, CT 
to create better team chemistry before the 

season. Parady praised the team, saying, 
“The girls have good chemistry together 
on the field. Many have grown up playing 
together for their entire soccer career. As 
we continue to practice, they are meshing 
more and more.” The players are also 
excited to have Stefanie Szot and Caitlin 
Turney (seniors) as their captains.
 The players are working hard to 
reach their goal. Last season might not 
have turned out as they wanted, but the 
girls are ready to conquer the season ahead. 
They are using the previous season’s 
games to determine what skills to work 
on, and which ones they have mastered. 
Hopefully by the end of the season, they 
will be bringing back a trophy for all of 
their hard work.

 photo by: Patrick Caron
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ARTS AND CULTURE
New Year Comes With New Talent

By: Van Heller

 Ms. Susan Walsh, director and 
advisor for the MHS Drama Programs, 
wants to emphasize was that she doesn’t 
want drama to seem intimidating to 
students interesting in acting. She 
explains how comfortable the auditions 
actually are. “We just have the student 
read monologues they would like to read 
in front of people.” Auditions don’t have 
to scare students diving into the world of 
theater. 
 The Montville drama program 
has no idea how many freshmen they’ll be 
having on board this year. They are hoping 
that those 9th graders who are interested 
will not shy away from the experience.
 This year, Mrs. Walsh has decided 
on Theophilus North as the Fall comedy.  
According to Walsh, it is a simplistic 
comedy, taking place in New Port, Rhode 
Island in the 1920s. North’s journey 
through Newport unravels an adventure 
through various scenes and obscure 
characters. This play is simple, having a 
sparse cast and few props.  It only takes 7 

actors and actresses to play over 20 parts, 
so the casting for the play can be flexible, 
whether it be a couple of actors and 
actresses, or a throng of performers. The 
play also needs minimal props, costumes, 
and setting. The acting in this play is the 
real focus. 
 This is why Theophilus North is 
such an appropriate story for a production 
with an unknown number of performers. 
The drama club encourages students 
who feel they want to try performing for 
Montville’s Drama to make sure they get 
comfortable with a monologue that they 
will be reading, and they practice before 
the audition. 
 This year seems enticing for young 
actors who are ready to try performing for 
the first time, or seasoned veterans ready 
to start another year enjoying the art of 
acting. The drama department is looking 
forward to a year of great plays, and great 
acting.

“The Fault in our Stars” 
Review
By: Kaylee Kingston and Staff Editors

 In June, the emotionally hard-
hitting movie “The Fault in our Stars” 
(TFIOS) was released in theaters and 
made about $48 million opening weekend. 
While it was a success to some, others 
saw it as unoriginal. The movie is based 
on the best selling, teen love story written 
by John Green and was directed by Josh 
Boone. 
 The leading actors are Shailene 
Woodley, who plays Hazel Grace 
Lancaster, and Ansel Elgort, as Augustus 
Waters. The characters meet in a cancer 
support group and from there the witty 
teens bring the viewers to explore, “…
the funny, thrilling and tragic business of 
being alive and in love (Fox)”.
 Woodley goes through every 
scene with a plastic oxygen tube and an 
un-self-conscious attitude that fits her 
character. Elgort wins over viewers from 
the start with his good looks, courage, and 
charm.
 The story line and characters 
make it almost impossible to be critical 
about the film. How could any person find 
fault in character with such big hearts that 
might be dying? As movie critics watched 
the film, however, they constantly thought 
that things just seemed too good to be true. 
As The Guardian critic, Peter Bradshaw, 
put it, the movie is a, “…prettified cancer 
fantasy…”.
 It seems like the general teen 
audience favored the film in spite of the 
critics. According to the Rotten Tomato, 
87% of the audience liked the film.  “The 
Fault in our Stars” was also given an 
80% success rating from viewers. Major 
critics give the film about 3.5 stars on a 5 
star scale and a 77% success rate. But of 
course, they are not the target audience.
While opinions differ, all can agree the 
movie, “…like the book before it, is 
an expertly built machine for the mass 
production of tears” (A.O. Scott, The New 
York Times).

Brianna Riordan During last years drama production, The Drowsy Chaperone.    photo by: Alex Winakor
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ARTS AND CULTURE

By: Brittany Andrews and Staff Editors 
 New author, K.C. Green, writes 
about her painful childhood memories 
as if she was still that child. She says, 
“People who read it stand by what I did, 
and so did I, if I can help people I would 
love to be able to do so. I’ve had people 
come up to me already and opened up so 
I feel very accomplished as is.” She looks 
forward to more people opening up to her 
each day, and hopes more people continue 
to do so. She is proud many of her readers 
stand by her choice. From being molested 
and abused by a pedophile neighbor, 
to being completely embarrassed by a 
drunken mom, she still smiled through her 
everyday life. Even though, according to 
her, her smile was often fake.
  Green, a Waterford resident, 
wrote her book, “The JC Diaries: Through 
the Eyes of a Child,” to illustrate that it is 

Through The Eyes Of a Child

not always apparent by the way someone 
behaves what is actually happening his 
or her life.  She hopes when people read 
her book they realize bad things happen 
to ordinary people who are expert at 
appearing and happy and content. She 
fears that some victims may not realize 
that what is happening to them is wrong 
because they are young and don’t 
understand. These kinds of incidences 
often go unacknowledged--remaining 
secret for years, if not forever.  She hopes 
that victims who might read her book will 
find the courage to speak out.
 Green says there will, in fact, be 
another book in the future, and this one 
will be even better than the last.  Though 
careful readers may find some spelling 
and grammar errors in “The JC Diaries,” 
Green feels her goal has been achieved 

because her book is  being read by teens 
and young adults. Even though she has 
found her success, and an audience she 
proudly continues her other job as a 
mother of two children.   

By: Meagan McAdams

 Few students went to bed early the 
night before going back to school. MTV 
aired their annual Video Music Awards 
(VMA’s), presenting awards such as video 
of the year, best female video, and best 
hip hop video. The award show wowed 
millions of viewers with performances 
by Nicki Minaj, Maroon 5, Beyonce, 
Iggy Azalea, and others. As usual, the 
notorious award show, nicknamed “the 
most unpredictable night in music” stirred 
up controversy with Miley Cyrus, once 
again, turning heads.
 Cyrus has always awed her 
audiences with wild dance moves, risky 
outfits, and strange tongue motions. 
However, at the VMA’s she managed to 
cause trouble without even going on stage. 
Comedian, Jimmy Fallon, announced that 
Cyrus’s song Wrecking Ball won video 

Miley Cyrus’s Shocking Guest Speaker

of the year. Cyrus remained at her seat as 
22 year-old Jesse Helt walked on stage to 
accept her award. Helt read from notes he 
had prepared, “I am accepting this award 
on behalf of the 1.6 million runaways and 
homeless youth in the United States who 
are starving, lost and scared for their lives 
right now. I know, because I am one of 
those people.” Helt told viewers to go on 
to Cyrus’s Facebook page, where a link to 
a fundraising campaign for My Friend’s 
Place (an organization helping homeless 
people ages 12-25 in Los Angeles) was 
posted. Cyrus and Helt met when Cyrus 
visited the organization. “He was in the 
right place at the right time,” announced 
Cyrus.
 Come to find out, Helt is 
no innocent man. According to the 
Washington Post, at the age of 18, Helt 

was arrested for breaking into a man’s 
house, thinking the man had given him 
bad marijuana. Helt was given a 30 day 
jail sentence and probation. In November 
2011, Helt allegedly violated probation 
more than once. Police intended to arrest 
Helt, but could not find him. Supposedly, 
Helt’s mother was providing him with 
money, though he could not be found at his 
mother’s house in Oregon. Helt had left 
Oregon intending to pursue a modeling 
career in Los Angeles. After the VMA’s, 
Polk County Director of Community 
Corrections, Martin Silbernagal, 
announced that when authorities catch up 
to Helt, he will be arrested (according to 
mashable.com). After  the VMA’s, Helt 
went willingly to jail. 

 photo by: Getty Images
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OPINION
Redskins: Offensive Term, or 
Offensive Team?

By: Van Heller

 The capital of the United States 
has been the home of the Washington 
Redskins for 70 years, but recently the 
team, logo, and owner have been involved 
with the issue whether the teams’ name is 
offensive to Native Americans, or is just 
another title.
 The National Football Association 
(NFL) has deemed the term “Redskin” as 
not a slur, rather than the dictionary term 
meaning a condescending slur towards 
Native Americans. The team states their 
name and logos as a symbol of respect to 
the Native American tribes.  Dan Snyder, 
owner of the Washington Redskins, has 
made remarks that changing the name and 
logo of the team would cost them 15-20 
million dollars in revenue to the team, but 
the team does make over $400 million 
each year. Polls have shown that other 
teams who’ve changed their offensive 
tittles have proved that their profit margins 
are still successful. 
 In a poll of 1,019 adults who were 
asked if they thought they should change 

the name, 71% said to keep it, 23% said 
to change it, and 6% replied not sure. 
However, 68% of those people thought 
the name wasn’t disrespectful, rather just 
an apart of their heritage. Out of 286 NFL 
players, 58% of them didn’t want the name 
to change, which is a very close margin 
between yes and no than the previous 
polls. Snyder has made a significant effort 
to help Native Americans with the Original 
American Foundation, but it could be just 
a tatic to veer protestors away from the 
issue.  
 Snyder says that he’ll never 
change the name, because of its roots in 
Washington D.C., but could this be the 
beginning of the end for controversial 
organization names? Could the Montville 
Indians be the next team to be changed? 
Even with over half the nation agreeing 
with Snyder saying that the name should 
stay, protestors will still try to change the 
name of the Washington Redskins.

Respect Your Elders? 

By: Nina Costa
 From the moment the Class of 
2015 walked into the halls of MHS, we 
have watched every senior class have all 
the same senior privileges. The 2 major 
ones have always been senior leave and 
late arrival. These meant that if you were 
lucky enough to work out your schedule 
to have a study hall at the beginning and 
ending of your days, you could have the 
option to both come in late and leave early. 
Always having friends in grades above 
me, I’ve been waiting to finally become a 
senior and get the privileges I had always 
longed for. Setting up my schedule at 
the end of junior year, I tried my hardest 
to get my study halls in the mornings 
and afternoons. To my surprise, I ended 
up having them all year right where I 
wanted them. I was so excited to start my 
senior year when rumor went around: our 
privileges were being taken away.
 Now seniors can only pick one of 
their study halls to either leave early or 
come in late. Naturally, we are all left to 
ask, “Why our class?” In my opinion, each 
year the administration tries to become 
stricter with the upperclassmen. Even 
as far as study halls go, technically they 
are supposed to be “closed” and “silent” 
blocks where all students are supposed 
to do all their work as opposed to being 
“open” and more social as in years past. I 
question if this is due to the fact that more 
students are tending to not graduate. For 
the students that are able to get all their 
work done on time and maintain their 
grades without having to do work in study 
halls, why can’t they still uphold their 
privileges to both leave and come in late? 
I understand administrators may just be 
trying to push students to be as successful 
as possible at the end of their high school 
career, but as a senior myself I don’t 
think it’s fair to those who are able to be 
successful and uphold responsibilities on 
their own. How is our senior year different 
from any other class’s in the past?

The Washington Redskins.                            photo by: Associated Press
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OPINION

By: Catherine Furman and Staff Editor
 Coming into a new school as a 
freshman can be nerve-racking with the 
upper classmen, the possibility of getting 
lost in the halls, being late to class, and 
the loads of homework. We were once 
the leaders of the middle school, but now 
we’re bumped back down to the bottom 
of the high school. In middle school, the 
grades were separated; the 8th graders only 
had classes with 8th graders, 7th graders 
with 7th graders, etc. I was surprised when 
I found out I had classes with seniors and 
juniors. It took a while to get used to, but 
I learned it doesn’t matter who’s in your 
class; it’s all about your work and how 
well you do. 
 According to my advisory teacher, 
Derek Wainright, the more activities 
and clubs that you get into, the more 
successful you will be in your 4 years of 

Feeling Like A Freshman

high school. That’s why I suggest joining 
a sport or a club that you are interested 
in. MHS has a wide variety of activities 
and sports all open to freshman. Some of 
MHS’s clubs include the Environmental 
Club, Academic Decathlon, Friends of 
Rachel, and Student Government. On the 
sports side, MHS has a total of 18 teams.
 Being a part of a club or sport is 
the best way to make new friends from 
every grade. I joined the MHS Girls 
Soccer Team and made a lot of new 
friends, making me feel more comfortable 
about being at the larger school. If I ever 
need help, I know I could ask them for 
support.
 Overall, being a freshman has 
been good and I am looking forward to the 
new classes, exciting events, and the rest 
of what makes MHS.

By: Melody Cabarroguis and Staff Editors

  Every school year many students 
transfer to different schools including 
Montville High School. Adjustments are 
needed when coming into a new school.  
Affiliated with these problems are learning 
the new rules and policies that are already 
in place, and fitting in with a new group of 
friends.
       New students often get lost in 
finding their rooms and risk 
getting in trouble for this 
tardiness. It is also difficult 
for transfers to remember 
where places like the library, 
the office and the nurse’s 
room are. 
      Naturally, new students miss 
their old friends, and may feel like they 
are outsiders.  Some students have a more 
difficult time than others making new 

Being a New Student 

friends and adjusting to new ways.
       Transfers encounter different 
obstacles along the way to making MHS 
feel like home. While some may find 
it hard, new students must understand 
that they should be the ones who should 
adjust—and not MHS adjust to them. New 
students should familiarize themselves 
with their new surroundings and force 

themselves in social situations. Socializing 
is the most important thing. New students 
should join afterschool clubs and teams to 
meet people with common interests.
       Reaching out to the adults in the 

building is another good strategy. Staying 
for after school tutoring, participating in 
class and begin active in class discussions 
will help new students fit in. 
     Especially for new students 
from a different country, living in a new 
world could makes them feel weird. 
Fitting in is a tremendous relief to all new 
students, but especially to those learning 

a new language.  People 
are friendlier at MHS than 
new students may realize. 
Establishing friendships takes 
time, but it can be done. 
      The good thing about 

starting in a new school is having a chance 
to meet new people. Interacting with 
students and staff is a great way to fit in 
and begin a new school year.

“Some students have a more difficult time than others 
making new friends and adjusting to new ways”
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LIFE
Weeding Out Traditional Medicine

By: Jordan Zeppieri

 Thames Valley Alternative Relief 
(TVAR) has now opened in Uncasville and 
is 1 of 6 medicinal marijuana dispensaries 
in Connecticut. TVAR is run by Laurie 
Zrenda who is currently getting ready 
to dispense prescription cannabis to the 
public.
 The patients of TVAR are not 
just having chronic headaches. Most 
suffer from misfortunes such as cancer, 
Parkinson’s disease, and PTSD. Zrenda’s 
job allows her to supply a cancer patient 
a way to relieve the nauseous feeling that 
comes with chemotherapy, ease tremors 
from Parkinson’s disease, and provide 
symptom relief for PTSD. TVAR will 
help around 200 patients, many of whom 
live in New London County.
 Zrenda has a pharmaceutical 
license and a license to sell medicinal 
marijuana. Zrenda and the TVAR team 
had to complete an application of roughly 
250 pages. Connecticut is among the 
strictest states when it comes to the sale 
of prescription cannabis. The state wanted 

to make sure that the pioneers of the 
medicinal marijuana game were qualified 
and professional. The growers of the 
cannabis also had to complete an extensive 
application. Not only was their application 
extremely long, but the growers had to pay 
$50,000 to apply.  Only 4 growers were 
chosen out of numerous applicants. The 
closest grower to the TVAR dispensary is 
in Simsbury.                                                                   
 After getting accepted by the 
state, TVAR had to find a location. Route 
32 in Uncasville seemed ideal. Zrenda 
asked permission from the town and was 
granted permission. Montville welcomed 
the unique opportunity. TVAR is ready 
to help those in need for the foreseeable 
future.

Interested in joining The Chieftain?
See Mrs. Laurencot for 

information

Route 163 Still 
Under Construction 
By: Gerald Aquino
 Construction on the bridge on 
Route 163 in Montville, CT still continues 
as the due date for completion approaches. 
The construction project began on May 6, 
2014 and is scheduled to be removed no 
later than October 15, 2014. However, 
many remain skeptical on whether the 
project will be done on time. Activity on 
the bridge has increased exponentially 
from the early stages of the project with 
more machines and workers being spotted.
 According to a news release 
by the Connecticut Department of 
Transportation (CDOT), the construction 
work will, “…include replacement of 
culverts/bridges for the two branches of 
Fox Brook, new pavement, upgraded 
metal beam rail and concrete sidewalks 
in the area.” Responsibility of the project 
was handed to Old Colony Construction 
LLC, a construction company located is 
Westbrook, CT, on April 14. The total cost 
of the project is $1,489,922.92.
 The goals of the job include 
replacing, “…Bridge Nos. 02728 and 
02729, minimize disturbance to traveling 
public, complete construction in a timely 
manner,” and, “effectively use funds.”
 The bridge was built in 1915 and 
according to CDOT, “…estimated daily 
traffic on Route 163 over these bridges 
is 3,200 vehicles.” Several boiling pipes 
within the bridge were rusting, causing 
the structure to lose pieces; these reasons 
are why the bridge is a priority to CDOT.
 Mary Baker, a CDOT 
representative supervising the project 
reassures residents that Old Colony 
Construction “…are capable of finishing 
the assignment.” CDOT makes sure that 
all companies that bid to work on the 
project are pre-qualified and understand 
the impact of their work. Baker speaks for 
the community saying, “We are serious 
about wanting this to be successful and 
have it open on time.” 

The exterior of the building appears to be a traditional doctors office.      Photo By :Alex Winakor
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LIFE

By: Michael Lopez
 “I was sorta (sic) on the pre-
programed path that if I liked science, 
then the most logical thing to do was to go 
to medical school but… there are a lot of 
aspects, paperwork, insurance, decisions 
doctors have to make, that I’m not really 
comfortable with. There were parts of my 
job I really didn’t like.”
What was one experience where you just 
thought to yourself ‘No, medicine just 
isn’t the job for me’?   
 “It wasn’t one experience in 
general, but definitely when I had to go 
back to the doctors and say like, “This 
patient can’t get this medicine for their 
cancer because their insurance can’t pay 
for it, then having to be there when the 
doctor is telling this person that we have 
to find another type of treatment because 
we can’t give you this. There is more to 

Humans of MHS: John Reed

it than just helping people, which I didn’t 
like. The stuff that I did like was when I 
got to talk to patients and teach them 
about their options and just talk to them 
to find out about their lives. I liked to find 
out what they want to get out of this, and 
how I can help them. I started talking to 
people and they were just like ‘Have you 
ever considered teaching? Because that 
sounds like a good way to take the things 
you like from this job and then just do it 
for a living.’ That’s where I’ve been for the 
last 3 years.” 
If you had gotten accepted into medical 
school, what would have happened?
 “I probably would have gone 
through with it. I guess I might have been 
miserable? But I would have the whole 
time been looking to find like…  the silver 
lining. I don’t know, maybe 12 years down 

the road you would have been reading 
something about me in the news saying 
that I was admitting people to a medicinal 
trial when they didn’t meet the criteria. I 
don’t know, but it’s possible…”

By: Nina Costa

 Selecting a college to attend is a 
very important decision for every student 
that seems to cause a lot of stress. This 
is the place a student will work towards 
their future career which adds an extreme 
amount of pressure to the college process; 
but does college need to build up that 
much anxiety?
 Most students plan on stay in 1 
field throughout college, but a majority 
of students get halfway through their field 
and decide that it may not be the right 
choice for them and end up switching 
majors; some students even switch 
universities. This is why some students 
rather start off at a community college to 
get their “basic” studies out of the way and 
get the feel for what they want to pursue in 
life.  Tuition is significantly cheaper when 
enrolling in a 2 year community college as 

College Choices

opposed to a 4 year university. This helps 
parents save some money instead possibly 
wasting it when enrolling their child in a 4 
year college.
 Approximately 35% of students 
who enter college will drop out during 
their first year according to educationse.
com. Only 63% of students who enroll in 
a 4-year college will follow through and 
graduate, taking an average of 6 years to 
complete. The other 37% will either drop-
out of even flunk out of their programs of 
study, according to USA Today.
 There are still positive factors 
when dealing with 4-year universities. 
When enrolling in a university instead 
of a community college, a student is 
forced to become more independent. 
When choosing to dorm, a student is no 
longer in the comfort of their home and 

must take new responsibilities into their 
lives. They will no longer having the 
common reminder of a parent to clean up 
after themselves, do their homework, or 
even wash their clothes; a student must 
remember to take on all of this work 
for themselves. After about a month of 
adjusting to such a new life style, most 
students are able to learn to organize and 
keep up on their new responsibilities.
 Universities are designed for 
students who know the career and study 
they want to pursue. When selecting a 
college, students must keep in mind these 
key points to make choosing somewhat 
easy. Although it may seem so, a 
community college like Three Rivers isn’t 
always a bad idea for many students.

     photo by: Michael Lopez
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MHS NEWS
9/11 Victim Dan Holdridge Speaks 
to Montville High School

By: Van Heller

 In the auditorium Mr. Holdridge, 
9/11 survivor, sat down for an interview 
about his story. He was 10 feet away when 
flight 77 hit the naval command center 
at the Pentagon where Holdridge was 
heading. Because of a simple delay in a 
cigarette break during his day, Holdridge 
can speak at our school.
  He has been spreading his story 
to schools and organizations across the 
nation for years; not the story of the day 
that changed his and thousands of lives, 
but stories of how to be a better human 
being. Like the story of a little child who 
gave the baseball he hit to an opposing 
player just because he thought it was the 
right thing to do. 
 He survived, has written a book, 
and tells his story across the country to his 
readers. Has surviving the attack made you 
and your co-worker Bobby Shelby closer? 
His eyes were gazing at the ground, when 
Holdridge replied, “…When the attacked 
happened Bobby and I found each other 
and hugged, he said, guess we’re bonded 

for life.” His detailed account made the 
auditorium silent after he finished talking. 
The questioned that followed the first was, 
how has your world changed since 9/11? 
He looked down once again and without 
making eye contact he replied, “My world 
has changed in every facet, from who I 
was then to who I am now, what I thought 
was important then and now…”
  That answer was followed with 
the question, “what was the reason for 
writing your book?” He replied, “It was 
a way to relieve some of the post stress of 
9/11. Sometimes all you need is someone 
to hear your story…” And Holdridge’s 
story has reached all the way to Australia.
 Holdridge ended the interview 
saying how spreading his message helps 
give his life a new purpose, which MHS 
got to experience. 

Dear Seniors,  
By: Natalie Smith
 It’s your last year of high school 
and it’s time to party. Not so much. Listen 
to the advice from a 2014 graduate.  
Although senior year may not be as 
stressful as junior year, it still needs to be 
taken seriously.  Colleges look closely at 
first quarter and mid- year grades so it is 
important to work hard. Not only this, but 
even after you receive an acceptance letter, 
all colleges reserve the right to revoke it if 
end of year grades are not good enough. 
Scholarships that require a transcript also 
can revoke it and choose someone better if 
grades are not kept up. Senior year is not 
the time to slack. Taking basket weaving 
and study hall all day will not help either. 
A good balance between academics and 
electives is also noted by colleges. 
 Besides grades, and scholarships, 
colleges also look at community service, 
so it is important to continue prior 
community service activities and start 
new ones for when it comes time to 
write a scholarship essay about service. 
Speaking of essays, it is also helpful to 
maintain a good relationship with one 
or more English teachers or have friends 
that are good at English so scholarship 
essays, college essays, and English papers 
are proofread by many sets of eyes. This 
ensures a better chance of receiving a 
scholarship, acceptance into college, and 
a good grade. 
 Even though senior year is going 
to be stressful and difficult, it is important 
to find time to make memories with friends 
who by this time next year will no longer 
be seen every day. My friends were a big 
part of my success in high school because 
we are so close and I hope that others have 
the same experience. Friends help keep 
people calm so I advise to keep them close 
especially during this busy time of change. 
I hope that all of this year’s seniors have a 
great last year at MHS and that they work 
hard but still find time to be with friends. 
Good luck MHS seniors!

Dan Holdridge Speaks to Montville High School.              photo by Michael Lopez
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MHS NEWS

By: Ashley Kolasa
      This year, David Bergoee is joining 
us here at Montville High School from 
Denmark. He is here as a foreign exchange 
student from Copenhagen, Denmark. 
He has been to New York, Miami, all of 
California, Key West, Everglades, ect. “I 
could not pick where I would go; so it was 
the whole U.S.,” David said. 
     He not only speaks English, he also 
speaks Danish, German, a little of French, 
Swedish and Spanish. His favorite 
subjects are Graphic Design and History. 
He plays basketball, football and soccer, 
but plans on getting involved in the cross 
country, basketball, and track while here 
at MHS. “In Denmark, we don’t have any 
sports in school. Only gym, which is once 
a week. Instead, we have sports clubs after 
school.” 
     David looks forward to basketball 

David Bergoee

this school year but he is not sure what 
else, just the experience.  “There is a lot 
of things different from Denmark and 
America. Example, is that the taxes in 
Denmark is really high and just when you 
buy stuff is so expensive. In Denmark, 
you could get out of school during breaks 
and our school starts at 8am to 4:30pm.” 
     About being a foreign exchange student 
David says, “Well I’ve only been here 
for a month but I learned so far family is 
different like my family compared to my 
host family is way different. I miss my 
family, but I Face Time them sometimes 
so, it’s okay.”
     “I felt very welcome when I came here! 
It is very nice to be here, everyone in 
school has been very open minded, thank 
you for that!” 

By: Rebecca Caroll

 When students returned to MHS 
after summer vacation, they were greeted 
with smiling faces and unexpected 
changes. MHS took huge strides in 
improving the look and feel of the school 
and everyone seems to welcoming them 
with open arms.
 The improvements began a few 
weeks before the 2014-15 school year 
started with workmen attaching flags 
on the light posts, branded with the new 
MHS logo. The logo came soon after 
a copyright debacle with the Redskins 
football team. Some say the new flags add 
a “college feel” to the school.
 Another improvement includes 
signs lining the hallways with directions 
to rooms. The signs came just in time for 
the incoming freshmen who agree that the 
signs have made entering the high school 

MHS Welcomes Improvements
easier. These signs can be seen outside 
of places like the counseling office and 
gymnasium. 
 Technology also took strides in 
MHS. The new budget, passed early this 
year, allowed the district to purchase all 
new laptops and programming for their 
teachers and staff. The Dell laptops are 
equipped with Windows latest update 
along with a touch screen display. 
The touch screen has become a bit of a 
controversy among teachers, some of 
which can’t quite get the hang of it. The 
MHS website has been given a fresh face 
too. A different layout and pictures were 
used to make the website more accessible 
and appealing to the viewer.
 The improvements have helped 
to make MHS physically appealing to the 
eye as well as more practical to the brain. 

As far as the returning students can tell, 
the updates to the school had been long 
overdue and are nice to have. The senior 
class wishes the improvements had been 
made before their final year. Nonetheless, 
the student body of MHS along with its 
staff hopes to continue the upgrades to 
the school in the hopes of bettering the 
high school learning experience for every 
class.

Interested in joining The Chieftain?
See Mrs. Laurencot for information

     photo by: Alex Winakor
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THE BACK PAGE

By: Helena Sun
 Last issue’s Guess the Teacher 
was Mr. Thomas Hardy, physical 
education teacher. 
 This issue’s teacher thinks that 
in most cases, opposites attract. Her 
favorite texture is satin because when 
she was little, she would rub the satin 
edge of her blanket to fall asleep. If she 
could interview people who are not alive, 
it would be her grandparents. “As I got 
older, I realized they had so much history 
in themselves,” she says. Her grandfather 
served in WWII, but would never talk 
about it. She wears a watch only at school. 
Her favorite holiday is Thanksgiving 
because it means spending time with 
family without having the pressure of 
gift giving.  She describes her laugh as 
“loud”. She grew up in a white house with 
black shutters. She would rather master 

Guess the Teacher

every spoken language of the world than 
be able to master every instrument in the 
world. She enjoys roller coasters, but the 
swings are her favorite ride. She describes 
herself more as a “beach person” than a 
“woods person”. Her favorite kind of 
ice-cream is chocolate peanut butter. 
She enjoys listening to the Indigo Girls 
and the Dave Matthews band, but listens 
to a variety of genres, “depending on 
my mood.” She hates screamo but loves 
heavy metal. She belts out Disney’s “Let 
it Go” only if she is in the car by herself. 
Her dream destination would be a cruise 
to Australia. Some of her hobbies include 
scrap-booking, reading, dancing (tap is 
her favorite) and listening to music. She 
has never broken a bone. Her favorite 
television shows include “American 
Horror Story”, “Penny Dreadful” and 

By: Ryan Turney

 An indefinite suspension from 
the NFL and humiliation from press and 
investigators has the former Baltimore 
Ravens running back Ray Rice in deep 
water due to a recent video released. This 
video shows him throwing a punch to his 
fiancé’s (now wife’s) face, causing her 
to become unconscious on the elevator 
floor at a casino earlier this year. This new 
video has led to a harsher punishment 
from his previous game suspension that 
was enforced by Roger Goodell, an NFL 
commissioner, for “conduct detrimental to 
the NFL” (according to CNN). Apparently, 
the new video, aired by TMZ and given to 
the NFL for investigation, has given them 
a clearer scope on the issue, ultimately 
leading to his suspension. 
 There is an issue here, and that 
is the severity of the event coupled with 

The NFL and Domestic Violence
the consequence Ray Rice served in the 
first place. Domestic violence hasn’t been 
a backburner story in the NFL recently, 
and it certainly won’t be for a very long 
time from now. The ability to accurately 
enforce rules on players for different 
situations is difficult to say the least, 
depending on the type of action that was 
committed and in which way. But, many 
argue there needs to be harsher penalties 
for such actions if there is going to be a 
solution to the problem. 
 People speaking out about this 
first penalty being “too lenient” and 
“of the kind that teenagers get when 
they are spray painting graffiti” leads 
many to believe that there is a corrupt or 
incomplete system of going about these 
types of incidents by the NFL. This notion 
is accurate because of ‘double jeopardy’ 

that Ray Rice has had to endure. It isn’t 
necessarily fair to punish someone once 
and then punish them once more for the 
same event but at on different level the 
second time around. Ray Rice may never 
play again, and this just is a model of is to 
come if regulations become stricter over 
the next few months. 
 To many, the NFL and professional 
athletes are who people look up to, 
especially kids and teens. If the NFL is 
to be notorious for a group of grown men 
who are too angry to control themselves, 
then a dangerous organization is being 
broadcasted to the youth of America. The 
common complaint on the matter is that 
violence needs to stop, the regulations 
need to be less varied and stricter, and 
the players need to find a solution to this 
gruesome problem. 

A clue to the teacher’s identity
Photo by: Taylor Montminy

“Orange is the New Black.”  Her favorite 
memory is when she was little, she would 
walk with her father on a big boulevard, 
but past the corner;  she would say, “My 
legs are tired” and sit on his shoulders. By 
the end, her legs had fallen asleep.


